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American Studies- Balazs/Miller Homework

The Dutch and the Founding of New York. Answer the below questions in your journal (not
google drive) '

1. Read "The Dutch are Missing in the American Curruiculum” and
a. list a few of the Dutch’s contributions to the US.

b. Why are the Dutch often ignored in US history classes?

2. Read the excerpt from the book “Island at the Center of the World: The Epic Story of
Dutch Manhattan and the Forgotten Colony That Shaped America.”

a. Simply based on the title of the book what do you think will be the author's thesis?

b. How have the Dutch been typically described in early American writing?

c. What characteristics does New Amsterdam share with modern New York City?

d. To what extent do you think those shared characteristics epitomize your sense of
America? '



Sactal Educatton 73(5) pp 248-256 o B . . E
@2009 National Council for the Social Studies . . '

~

The Dutch a'l;e Missi.ngin. thd

American Curriculum

Ann Claunch

The Dutch are missing! Lookin‘any U.S. history textbook. Look under the content
standards. Look around the nationally endorsed curriculum—you won't find them.
Outside of New York State history classes, there is almost no mention of the Dutch
influence in early seventeenth-century America. Fleeting references to the Netherlands
as a staging area for the Pilgrims’ famous Mayflower voyage or the voyage of Henry
Hudson are common; however, it is difficult to find :{ﬁyfhi_i;g but a cursory mention

of the Dutch influence in America.

A survey of 100 high school students
bears this out. I spent a day within the
classroom walls of my husband’s high
school history class and posed the ques-
tion, “Which countries were involved
inn the settlement of North America in
the late sixteenth and seventeenth cen-
turies?” Student answers included Spain,
England, and France. No Dutch.

Therefore, ] asked myself, “Why are

the Dutch AWOL in American History?”

The answer for most teachers is time. It
is difficult to find any more roomin an:
already overflowing curriculum cup.
As a former teacher, I can understand
the problem of finding time within the
curriculum to include the Dutch when
‘examining colonial America. As a his-
‘torian, however, I do notagreethat the
55-year period {1609-1664) that the
New Netherlands was under the Dutch
'Hlag was too brief to warrant finding time
in the classroom. Historical significance
is not a matter of longevity; itis a matter
of legacy—and the Dutch contribution
to our fundamental beliefs aboutaccep-
tance and tolerance, our economic sys-
tem, and the overall fabric of American
culture was highly significant.

The Dutch Legacy ,

The Dutch believed strongly in toler-
ance and, especially, religious freedom.
Every student learns that the Pilgrims
came to America to be free to practice
theirown'religion—but Pilgrimbelief in

_religious freedom applied only to those
who believed as they did. However, the
official Dutch policy toward religious

* freedom was grounded in tolerance for

all faiths, After the Netherlands gained
independente from Spain and were Liber-
ated from the oppressive atmosphere of
the Inquisition, its government decreed:
“Each person shall remain free, especially
in religion, and that no one should be
persecuted or investigated because of
their religion.”! A statetnent delivered by
a Duitchi official during this time captured
the belief of the nation: “Strength of the
state did not detive its strength from a
singlé:faith but from citizens’ freedom

to wo'f:&ip at their will and intellectual -

inquiry.”*

They brought this notion of tolerance
with them to the New Netherlands, and
practiced it even after the Dutch settle-
ments fell under British rule. By the
1690s, 30 churches representing five dif-
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ferent religions were established in New
York City: The Church of England, the
Dutch Calvinists, the French Calvinists,
the Dutch Lutherans, and the Roman
Catholics. Religioustolerance wasinfused
into the American culture, appearing a
century later in the U.S. Constitution as
religious freedom.

The Dutch legacy is also evident in the
Melting Pot aspect of American society.
From the beginning, the Dutch welcomed

" immigrants from all parts of Buropeiny
the New Netherlands, forming the { \\., )

truly multi-cultural society on Ameri.
soil. In fact, the New Netherlands was
the beginning of the first mixed society.
Marriage certificates passed on to the
Buitish in 1664 evidenced the diversity of
the blend of nations within matrimony.
Standing as a symbol of the Dutch eco-
normic legacy is New York harbor, the
fundamentals of free trade, and the stock
market. The Dutch believed strongly in
unrestricted trade and an open port. The
first corporate conglomerates beganwith
the Dutch East India Company, which-. .-
‘contributed the antecedents of today's
stock market;-*
These issués of trade and corpora-
tions, réligious freedom, and a tolerant :
and multicultiifal society formed an
important foundation for the develop- .
ment of America—economically, socially,
and culturally, Leaving the Dutch out of

complex nature of colonial America
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